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do what they could devise for the security of the Protestant religion, provided they did not offer to divert the direct line of the succession.
October 28. My Lord Ogle, only son of the Duke of Newcastle, died, who, had he lived, would have been the greatest subject for estate of the kingdom, being married to the only daughter and heiress of the Earl of Northumberland, since re-married to the Duke of Somerset.
This month and the next the Commons proceeded to frame a bill to exclude the Duke from the succession, notwithstanding his Majesty's direction against it. And those gentlemen of Yorkshire and others, which had counter-petitioned or declared their abhorrence to the late tumultuary petitioning for the Parliament's sitting, were voted betrayers of the liberties of the people and abettors of arbitrary power. A committee was also appointed to inquire in that matter, and after, the persons that were concerned in it; and two members of that House, both of Yorkshire, that signed that abhorrence, were convened before the committee; but I had penned it so carefully, that no great exceptions could be taken at it, and so they got off.
I now took a house in Leicester Fields by the year.
November 5. The Parliament pursued the Duke so violently, and the King was in so grea.t want of money, that some believed he would abandon his brother.
November 7. Attending at the King's supper, I told him I was threatened by some of the House of Commons to be called to an account for writing the abhorrence, and signing of it with the rest, of the Yorkshire gentlemen. He answered me thus : ; Do not trouble yourself; I will stick by you, and my old friends; for if I do not, I shall have nobody to stick by me.' Yet, a great many feared he would not, for the want of money was so pressing, and the offers of Parliament men so fair, if he would